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meeting were instructed not to allow my name
to he considered. This conference designated
Hon. Jas. H. Barnett as its candidate. You
will readily see from this statement of facts
that I cannot consent to stand as a candidate,
and that if I should do so I would subject my-
self to the charge of bad faith, and I know that
you would not knowingly place me in such a
situation. These facts were unknown to the
members of the convention when I was nomi-
nated, but I cannot ignore their force.

"I trust that the Seventh district and every
other district in Iowa may be redeemed from
republican misrepresentation at the coming
election. There should be no division of senti-
ment in our state in view of the circumstances
which confront the people. The republican
leaders are determined at all hazards to per-
petuate their power, and to do so they do not
hesitate to trample under foot the plain letter
of the constitution, the traditions of the fathers,
and the liberties of the people. This is plainly
shown by the passage of the Lodge bill through
the house, the McKinley tariff bill, and the de-
feat of the bill for the unrestricted coinage of
silver. The first of these measures takes the
election of representatives out of the hands of
the people where it has rested for more than a
century and places it under the control of
partisan officers appointed for life. The second,